
H M S Penelope Association 

33rd A.G.M. Held at Tiffany’s Hotel, Blackpool 

Saturday 16th February 2019 

In the Chair President Cdre. Paul Sutermeister DL RN 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was opened by President Paul Sutermeister who thanked everyone for 

attending.  A warm welcome was given to new members John Swaysland, Alan Bunn, 

Tony Griffiths and Michael and Penelope Codner. 

 

Tiffany’s and IOW tours were thanked for their help in making the associations re-union 

successful. 

 

Apologies of Absence were received from Gez Burns, Sue & George Mullen, Glenda 

Inman, Audrey Freeman, Fezz Parker, David and Joan Belben, Iain Gillies, Jan Thomas, 

Mark Pellow, Bill Harlow, Bing Crosby, Keith Parnell, Aaron & Abbey Bennie, Mick 

Loynes,  Paddy Johnston, Alex Leith and Derek Norman. 

Vice President Lewie Armstrong read an email he had received from Robbie and Ann 

Louise Robertson who could not attend the reunion the first time in 20 years. 

They were on holiday taking some R & R after Robbie’s recent treatment. 

Cdre. Paul Sutermeister read a card from D Belben who also apologised for his absence. 

 

The Vice President Lewie Armstrong asked members to stand for a minute silence for 

shipmates who have crossed the bar since the last AGM. Colin ‘George’ Ruxton and Kevin 

Boyden who both served on Penelope 81-83 

 

The minutes from the 32nd AGM were given to those attending.  The Vice President Lewie 

Armstrong asked if they were a true record. The minutes were proposed by Pete Boyling 

and seconded by Chris Bennie. 

 

Unfortunately, there was no Secretary’s report due to ill health 

 

Please see attached Treasurers report. Bank account stands at £5633.13 as at 31.01.19 

Treasurer Andrew Tween talked about transferring funds to the Business account or even 

purchasing premium Bonds (since the meeting Andrew has found out this is not an option) 

Andrew spoke to the members about setting up Direct Debits and Standing Orders for 

membership fees. 

 

Cdre. Paul Sutermeister advised that the elected officers of Vice President, Association 

Secretary, Membership Secretary, Treasurer and IOW / Re-union Representative were 

happy to stand for another year. Proposed by shipmate Mike Bee and seconded by Chris 

Maple all were re-elected. 

Shipmate Mike bee asked for an up to date membership list. Pete Boyling will help with 

this 

 

Vice President Lewie Armstrong proposed the following charities benefited from the 

association this year. 

St Johns Church £100 

King Georges Fund for Sailors £50  
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Sea Cadets (Harry Pugh) £250 

RNBT £50 

Blind Veterans £50 

High furlong School £100 

 

These were proposed by Paul Harrison and seconded by Chris Bennie. 

New Member Tony Griffiths spoke about a separate Charity Chest for charity donations 

and wreaths etc. 

 

Shipmate Pete Boyling spoke about new membership which he and Ann Louise Robertson 

are promoting. Many leads are coming in from Forces Re-united and other means. 

They are being followed up by both officers. 

 

Re-union Representative Leo Whistock ran through details of the 2019 weekend  

 

Vice President Lewie Armstrong asked the members if 2020 re-union should be held over 

the St Valentines weekend or the weekend after.  This was done by a show of hands. 

It was decided to go for the weekend after Valentines which will be 21st to 24th Feb. 

Shipmate Mike Bee said that we should be able to negotiate a better deal with the Hotel as 

it was not Valentine’s Day 

IOW tours had produced all forms for the Valentines weekend and would need to re-

negotiate. 

 

Any other Business 

 

Cdre. Paul Sutermeister informed the members about Shipmate Leo Whistock who picks up 

the ship’s silver and Lady Penelope from the trophy store in Portsmouth. Unfortunately, 

this will be the last year as Leo has to do a 1000-mile round trip at his own expense. The 

membership thanked Leo for his efforts in previous years. 

These are loaned and not insured (insurance value approx. £12,500.00) 

 

Army and Navy rugby. Approx. 54 tickets obtained by S/M Ian Wilkinson 

 

Cenotaph; Same details as last year 

 

Shipmate Bob Gilmore asked about the recent trip to the Falklands that a few of the 

shipmates had made. 

Brief details were given but Vice President Lewie and Shipmate Andrew Tween will 

prepare a detailed article for the Shadow. 

 

Shipmate Mike Bee spoke about the presentation of the model frigate that had been 

presented to the Cadets the previous evening. One of our members from Australia, 

Raymond Howlett, who had attended the re-union a couple of years ago had been staying 

with his bother at Christmas and his wife had been on at him about getting rid of some of 

his models. Having attended the reunion and the evening at the cadets he said he knew 

where the frigate’s new home should be and decided to present it to the cadets 

It was proposed by Steve Welsh that he should be invited to the Gala Dinner as a guest next 

year. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 11.10. 


